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This year the Department of Archives 

and History continued to promote the 

mission of the department and expand 

services to the public. On October 24, 

2013, over six hundred people attended 

the groundbreaking of the Museum of 

Mississippi History and the Mississippi 

Civil Rights Museum. Since work began 

in December 2013, more than 100,000 

cubic yards of dirt have been excavated 

from the 2 Mississippi Museums site. 

Conservation of artifacts slated for the 

museums continued, notably with a Billups-Garth Foundation 

grant to begin restoration of the nearly two-hundred-year-old 20-

Star United States flag that will be included in the bicentennial 

celebration of Mississippi and the opening of the Museum of Mis-

sissippi History. 

MDAH continued popular events like Native American Days at 

Winterville Mounds and offered new ones, such as programming 

that marked the fiftieth anniversary of Freedom Summer. 

I have announced my intention to retire in early 2015, and the 

Board of Trustees will soon begin a national search for the next 

director.  

This report presents highlights of our work in FY 2014. As al-

ways, thank you for your support of the work of this department.  

 

ðH.T. Holmes 

Director, Mississippi Department of Archives and History 
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Ground Breaking Draws Broad Support 

More than six hundred people, including civil 

rights leaders, school children, and four Mis-

sissippi governors, gathered on October 24, 

2013, to break ground on the landmark Muse-

um of Mississippi History and Mississippi 

Civil Rights Museum. 

ñMississippi has a rich history. Thanks to 

these two museums, generations to follow will 

see and hear those stories,ò said Mississippi 

governor Phil Bryant, adding, ñThey will see 

that Mississippi is much more about the future 

than the 

past.ò 

Myrlie 

Evers, for-

mer chair of 

the NAACP 

and widow 

of civil 

rights lead-

er Medgar 

Evers, said, ñI could not help but think about 

how far we have come to this point. And how 

proud I am of Mississippi and how proud I am 

that these two buildings are going to show the 

worldðnot only the state of Mississippi, not 

only other states, but the worldðwho we are, 

where we have been, where we are today and 

where we are going.ò  

The two museums, which will share public 

spaces and classrooms, are scheduled to open 

in the fall of 2017 as the centerpiece of the 

stateôs bicentennial celebrations. 

The legislation approving construction of the 

museums required MDAH to match private 

donations with public funding for exhibits. 

MDAH Trustee Reuben Anderson announced 

that $5 million in private moneyðhalf the $10 

million goal for private exhibit contribu-

tionsðhas been raised from two hundred do-

nors, including major gifts by 

Entergy, Donna K. and James L. 

Barksdale, Trustmark, and Blue 

Cross & Blue Shield of Missis-

sippi. The fundraising campaign 

will continue. 

Thrash Commercial Contractors, 

Inc. in Brandon was awarded 

the construction contract for the 

2 Mississippi Museums. Work is 

expected to begin in December. 

In addition to thousands of arti-

facts, the 

museums 

will show-

case the he-

roic stories 

of Missis-

sippiansð

both the 

famous and 

the unsung. 

The Muse-

um of Mississippi History will 

explore the sweep of the stateôs 

history from earliest times to the 

present.  

The adjacent Mississippi Civil 

Rights Museum, the nationôs 

first state-operated civil rights 

museum, will examine the strug-

gle for civil rights and equality 

that changed the course of the 

state and the nation. 

The themes of both museums 

will resonate nationally in com-

ing months as the country com-

memorates anniversaries of key 

events in the Civil Rights Move-

ment and the Civil War. 
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A shovel line of more than fifty 

people including state officials, 

civil rights activists, Choctaw 

school children in traditional at-

tire, and others broke ground at 

the site of the museum complex. 

The groundbreaking included a 

daylong festival celebrating Mis-

sissippi culture, music, and food. 

School children from throughout 

Mississippi participated in activi-

ties and games. 

Keep up with developments at 

www.2missippimuseums.com. 

 

2MM Construction Underway  

By spring 2014, more than 

100,000 cubic yards of dirt had 

been excavated from the site of 

the 2 Mississippi Museums since 

work began in December, with 

another 20,000 to go. The east 

side, along Jefferson Street, has 

been graded and smoothed. Work-

ers continue to excavate the west 

side while installing a wall of au-

ger-cast piles that will support the 

hill and protect the underground 

parking lot. Seventy-foot-long au-

gurs have begun drilling holes for 

the 1,700 steel-reinforced concrete 

piers that will support the build-

ingsô foundations. 

Two tower cranes, each with a 

244-foot reach, will be assembled 

and used to move materials across 

the entire site as the buildings 

grow.  

Phase one, the shell of the two 

museums, is expected to be com-

pleted in summer 2015. Phase two, interior 

construction, will last sixteen months. The 

Museum of Mississippi History and the Mis-

sissippi Civil Rights Museum will open in 

2017. 

 

MDAH Director To Retire 

H.T. Holmes, director of the Mississippi De-

partment of Archives and History since 2005, 

has announced his plan to retire early next 

year. ñHank Holmes will leave a remarkable 

legacy of innovation and growth,ò said 

MDAH Board of Trustees president Kane Dit-

to. ñUnder his leadership the department de-

veloped its electronic records section into a 

national model, greatly expanded the stateôs 

commitment to preserve and honor the Missis-

sippi American Indian history, oversaw a $26 

million historic preservation grant program in 

the wake of Hurricane Katrina, opened the 

Eudora Welty House and Garden, and is now 

in the midst of its largest and most significant 

construction project of the Museum of Missis-

sippi History and Mississippi Civil Rights 

Museum.ò  

Holmes began his association with MDAH in 

1969 as a college intern. He went on to serve 

as oral historian, archivist, records analyst, 

manuscript curator, map curator, head of the 

special collections section, and director of the 
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departmentôs Archives and Library division 

from 1988 through 2004. A native of Winona, 

Holmes earned his B.A. in English from 

Millsaps College in 1973 and a masterôs de-

gree in library science 

from the University of 

Southern Mississippi 

in 1982. 

 ñI am proud of the 

work done daily by the 

Mississippi Depart-

ment of Archives and 

History. MDAH ad-

ministers programs and 

operates museums and 

his-

toric 

sites that in most other 

states are the responsibility 

of four, five, six, or more 

agencies,ò said Holmes. 

ñThe departmentôs next di-

rector will find a true treas-

ure with the dedicated staff 

in place here.ò 

The board will begin a na-

tional search for the next 

director in June 2014. 

 

Freedom Summer Exhibit at MDAH   

In the summer of 1964 hundreds of northern 

college students, most of them white, joined 

with local African Americans in communities 

across Mississippi to register voters, conduct 

Freedom Schools, and promote civil rights. 

Beginning in June 2014, MDAH marked the 

fiftieth anniversary of Freedom Summer with 

an original exhibit at the Winter Building, di-

verse programming at its sites, and an address 

at the Old Capitol by an icon of the Civil 

Rights Movement. 

At noon on June 2, Dr. Robert 

P. Moses gave the keynote ad-

dress for the 2014 Medgar 

Wiley Evers Lecture Series be-

fore three hundred people. A 

leader in the Student Nonviolent 

Coordinating Committee and co

-director of the Council of Fed-

erated Organizations, Moses 

became a principal organizer of 

the Freedom Summer Project. 

He was also instrumental in es-

tablishing the Mississippi Free-

dom Democratic Party that 

would challenge Mississippiôs 

all-white delegation at the Dem-

ocratic National 

Convention in 

Atlantic City, 

New Jersey, in 

August of 1964. 

Moses went on 

to work for the 

Ministry of Ed-

ucation in Tan-

zania, East Af-

rica, and re-

turned to the 

U.S. to pursue a 

doctoral degree 

in philosophy at Harvard Uni-

versity. In 1982 he received a 

MacArthur Foundation Fellow-

ship that he used to develop the 

Algebra Project, a nonprofit or-

ganization dedicated to improv-

ing student achievement through 

mathematics. He serves as direc-

tor of the projectôs materials de-

velopment program.  

ñBob Moses is a hero for our 

state and our nation,ò said Con-

gressman Bennie G. Thompson, 
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ña man who has shed blood, 

sweat, and tears to ensure the 

rights guaranteed every American. 

Long after Freedom Summer Dr. 

Moses continued to work with the 

children of Mississippi to give 

them the tools they need to suc-

ceed in our modern world. It is a 

high honor to welcome him back 

to deliver the 2014 Medgar Wiley 

Evers Lecture.ò 

The 2014 Medgar Wiley Evers 

Lecture Series is made possible by 

the Mississippi Humanities Coun-

cil through its Cora Norman Lec-

ture Fund. The June 2 talk offi-

cially opened the new exhibit 

ñStand Up!ò: Mississippi Free-

dom Summer of 1964. Drawing on 

photographs, artifacts, documents, 

and film footage from the MDAH 

collection, the exhibit will exam-

ine the courage, violence, and 

promise of the ñlong, hot sum-

mer.ò A replica school room mod-

eled from photographs of Free-

dom Schools gives visitors an idea 

of the conditions volunteers and 

students worked under. An original short doc-

umentary film commissioned by MDAH for 

the exhibit explores the aims of the Freedom 

Summer project and tells the story of the mur-

dered civil rights workers James Chaney, An-

drew Goodman, and Michael Schwerner and 

the creation of the Mississippi Freedom Dem-

ocratic Party. 

ñStand Up!ò will run through October 31, 

2014, at the William F. Winter Archives and 

History Building in Jackson. The free exhibit 

is open Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 

5 p.m., and Saturday 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

At noon on 

June 18 in 

the Old 

Capitol, as 

part of the 

History Is 

Lunch Se-

ries, former 

Secretary of 

State and 

Philadelphia 

native Dick 

Molpus re-

counted his 

experience of the 44-day search during Free-

dom Summer for the three missing civil rights 

workers in Neshoba County and the murder 

trials that followed.  

Freedom Summer workers focused on extend-

ing the franchise to all qualified Mississippi-

ans, and the Old Capitol Museum program 

ñBlack Mississippians: Road to the Voteò 

highlighted the nineteenth-century history of 

voting efforts that laid a foundation for the 

modern Civil Rights Movement. Topics cov-

ered include slavery, the Civil War, Recon-

struction, and the 1868 and 1890 state consti-

tutions, both of which were crafted by law-
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makers in that building while it served as Mis-

sissippiôs seat of government 1839ï1903.  

MDAH was a co-sponsor of the Mississippi 

Freedom Summer 50th Anniversary Confer-

ence in Jackson organized by the Mississippi 

Veterans of the Civil Rights Movement, Inc.; 

Mississippi State Conference NAACP; and 

Tougaloo College. The June 25ï29 conference 

highlighted the legacy of Freedom Summer, 

recognized the accomplishments of those who 

changed Mississippi for the better, and exam-

ined ways to continue that progress for all of 

its citizens. 

Welty Garden Marks Decade of Operation 

Author Julia Reed spoke at a celebration of 

the tenth anniversary of the Welty garden. 

In March 2014, nearly three hundred guests 

gathered to celebrate the tenth anniversary of 

the opening of the garden at the Eudora Welty 

House and Garden. Visitors toured the 

grounds, which featured new and updated in-

terpretive signs. A plant sale featured camelli-

as and other heirloom plant varieties grown in 

the Welty Garden. 

ñWe are excited about the new signage being 

developed for the grounds,ò said Bridget Ed-

wards, director, Eudora Welty 

House and Garden. ñThis will 

be an important addition that 

will strengthen a visitorôs under-

standing of how the garden 

helped shape and inspire Eudora 

Weltyôs life and work.ò  

The Eudora Welty Foundation 

sponsored a luncheon at the 

Mississippi Museum of Art to 

celebrate the anniversary. Mis-

sissippi-born writer and humor-

ist Julia Reed was the guest 

speaker.  

Opened in April 2004, the re-

stored garden reflects the forty 

years of collaboration between 

Eudora Welty and her mother, 

Chestina, who designed the gar-

den in 1925. Welty helped her 

mother lay out and plant the gar-

den before leaving that same 

year for college. She returned 

home in 1931 following her fa-

therôs death and worked side by 

side with her mother in the gar-

den until her motherôs death in 

1966.  

Garden restoration consultant 

Susan Haltom used extensive 

documentation by Welty and her 

mother to return the garden to 

its original state. Chestina Welty 

kept garden diaries noting the 

layout of beds and bloom sched-

ules, while Eudora took photo-

graphs of the garden from the 

roof of the familyôs house.  
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MDAH Resources Aid UMMC 

Graves ID 

Records from a state mental hos-

pital dating to the 1850s are help-

ing archaeologists identify graves 

found earlier this year in Jackson. 

Sixty-six coffins were uncovered 

during road construction in the 

spring at the University of Missis-

sippi Medical Center. Officials 

immediately suspected the burials 

were associated with the State In-

sane Asylum, which was operated 

on the site from 1855 to 1935. But 

the unmarked graves offered al-

most no information to determine 

who the people were. 

When he heard news of the 

graves, MDAH state government 

records archivist Ashley Koostra 

thought of a multi-volume set of 

registers that had been transferred 

years ago to the state archives. 

The thirteen books listed the gen-

der, race, age, diagnosis, and dates 

of admission 

and discharge 

or parole for 

patients at the 

asylum over 

its eighty 

years in Jack-

son. Koostra 

had worked 

extensively 

with the vol-

umes, protect-

ing torn or 

ragged pages and developing a 

detailed description of the con-

tents of the fragile record books 

for researchers. 

Nicholas Herrmann, an associate professor of 

anthropology at Mississippi State University, 

is the lead archaeologist on the UMMC pro-

ject. ñI thought the registers could be very 

helpful to the project, and I wanted to make 

sure Professor Herrmann knew about them,ò 

said Koostra. 

Herrmann oversaw the removal of the coffins 

and transportation of the remains to Starkville, 

where he and other scientists will analyze the 

skeletons in the hope of establishing identity. 

ñI had no idea those registers existed until I 

talked to Ashley. We will be able to cross-

reference our data from the remains with the 

patient information,ò said Hermann. ñThe reg-

isters will be equally important to the project 

as the bones and will give an incredible pic-

ture of life at the asylum. ñThe oversize books 

are accessible in the archival reading room of 

the state library, but digitization of the first 

volume has begun and is projected to be avail-

able through MDAHôs online catalog in the 

spring of 2014.  

 

Entergy Pledges $1 Million toward 2MM 

Mississippi gover-

nor Phil Bryant 

and other state of-

ficials were joined 

by representatives 

from Entergy Cor-

poration to an-

nounce a $1 mil-

lion donation for 

the 2 Mississippi 

Museums project 

on May 1, 2014. 

The funds will be used by the Mississippi De-

partment of Archives and History for exhibits 

in the Museum of Mississippi History and 

Mississippi Civil Rights Museum. 
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Welty House Gets Little Free Library 

 Belhavenôs inaugural Little Free Library is 

now in place in the Eudora Welty Education 

and Visitor Centerôs front yard on Pinehurst 

Street. Little Free Libraries are hand-crafted 

structures that 

contain a 

changing col-

lection of 

books donated 

and shared by 

people of all 

ages and back-

grounds. 

The Tudor-

style box ech-

oes the architecture of Eudora Weltyôs house 

and can hold more than twenty books. In the 

spirit of Weltyôs love of reading, the library is 

available to anyone willing to share a book.  

ñThe Little Free Library is a nationwide 

movement that encourages reading,ò said 

Chase Wynn, education outreach specialist at 

the Eudora Welty House and Garden. ñI feel 

certain Miss Welty would have liked that.ò 

Two other Little Free Libraries are located in 

Jackson neighborhood Fondren. The Little 

Free Libraryôs mission is to promote a sense 

of community, reading for children, literacy 

for adults, and libraries around the world. 

Belhaven neighborhood architect Arthur Jones 

designed the structure and Jeff Becker of 

Quality Carpentry built it. The library was 

sponsored by the Belhaven Improvement As-

sociation. 

Welty Fellow Named 

The 2014 Eudora Welty Research Fellowship 

has been awarded to Jacob Agner, a doctoral 

candidate in English at the University of Mis-

sissippi. Agner used the $2,000 

fellowship to cover expenses 

incurred while working with the 

Eudora Welty Collection at 

MDAH, where he explored the 

influence of film 

noir on Weltyôs 

short stories, partic-

ularly ñThe Demon-

strators.ò 

ñI am interested in 

órural noir,ô the 

crime fiction and 

potboilers of south-

ern writers like 

Welty,ò said Agner. 

ñShe seems like the 

least likely noirish writer, but in 

some of her stories thereôs a 

strain of sudden violence and an 

anxiety that canôt be quite 

placed.ò 

ñJacob Agnerôs distinctive re-

search interest promises to add 

to the high caliber of scholarship 

of previous Welty Fellows,ò 

said Julia Marks Young, director 

of the MDAH Archives and 

Record Services Division. 
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Established by the Eudora Welty 

Foundation and MDAH, the fel-

lowship seeks to encourage and 

support research use of the Eudora 

Welty Collection by graduate stu-

dents. 

 

Rare U.S. Flag to Be Conserved 

 

In this photograph from 2001, 

then-director of the Department 

of Archives and History Elbert 

R. Hilliard discusses the recent-

ly acquired 20-Star United 

States flag with Old Capitol 

Museum of Mississippi History 

director Donna Bailey Dye. 

A $12,500 grant from the Billups-

Garth Foundation will help fund 

the conservation and exhibition of 

one of the departmentôs rarest and 

most significant artifacts. The 

nearly two-hundred-year-old 20-

Star United States flag will be 

transported to specialists in West 

Virginia in January, 2015 to un-

dergo cleaning and stabilization 

that could take up to eighteen 

months.  

The historic banner has been 

adopted as a symbol of Mississip-

piôs bicentennial celebration in 2017. Ac-

quired by the department in 2001, the gauze 

flagôs fragile condition was evidence that it 

had flown aboard a ship. Its frayed edges and 

numerous holes throughout the blue canton 

and red-and-white striped field prevented its 

public display. 

Textile Preservation Associates, experts who 

recently conserved the 11th Mississippi Cav-

alry Civil War flag for MDAH, will humidify 

the six-by-ten-foot banner to release dirt from 

the fabric and meticulously vacuum it. Finally, 

the flag will be flattened and mounted into a 

frame to protect the nearly two-century-old 

textile and allow it to be displayed upright. 

Once the work is completed, the restored flag 

will travel the state in anticipation of Missis-

sippiôs bicentennial celebration and the open-

ing of the Museum of Mississippi History, 

where it will be on permanent display. 

ñThe flag is in such fragile condition that eve-

ry time it is touched pieces break away,ò said 

MDAH curator of collections Cindy Gardner. 

ñWe are grateful to the Billups-Garth Founda-

tion and our other donors for helping preserve 

this wonderful piece.ò 
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